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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: MOPS, BC. RH 

SUBJECT: BORDER CLASH AT KASANE 

REF: HOOVER/DA VIDOW TELECON AUGUST 9, 1977 

1 . THE FOLLOWING RELEASE WAS ISSUED AFTERNOON AUGUST 9, 1977, 

BY THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT: 

QUOTE: THE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT HAS JUST ANNOUNCED THAT 
RHODESIAN FORCES HAVE ATTACKED THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE BASE 
CAMP AT KASANE. THIS ATTACK WAS PRECEDED BY A MASSIVE BUILD- 
UP OF RHODESIAN TROOPS ALONG THE BOTSWANA/RHODESIA BORDER WHEN 
REBEL FORCES WERE BROUGHT TO THE AREA IN FOUR TROOP CARRIERS 
AND A FEW ARMOURED VEHICLES. 

THEY TOOK POSITION ON THE RHODESIAN SIDE BUT DIRECTLY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 GABORO 01799 091921Z 

OPPOSITE THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE CAMP. THEN AT ABOUT 1230 
THIS AFTERNOON THEY STARTED SHELLING OUR BOTSWANA 
DEFENSE FORCE CAMP WITH MORTAR AND OTHER HEAVY WEAPONS. 

THE BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE RETURNED FIRE AND FIGHTING 
WAS GOING ON AT THE TIME THIS RELEASE WAS ISSUED. END 
QUOTE. 
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2M UN HICOM FIRST SECRETARY RAFTERY TOLD US THAT WHILE 
ON VISIT TO BOTSWANA DEFENSE FORCE HEADQUARTERS THIS 
AFTERNOON, HIGH COMMISSIONER TURNER WAS TOLD THAT 
AFFAIR BEGAN WHEN RHODESIANS INITIATED ANOTHER DESUL- 
TORY MORTAR EXCHANGE WITH THE ZAMBIANS IN THE QUADRA- 
POINT AREA AT KASANE AND (NOT HAVING MORTARS OF THEIR 
OWN) THE BATSWANA JOINED IN WITH SMALL ARMS. TURNER 
WAS ALSO TOLD THAT RHODESIAN ARMORED VEHICLES WERE IN 
THE AREA. 

3. COMMENT: AT FIRST SIGHT, RHODESIAN ATTACK DESCRIBED 
IN RELEASE PARA 1 APPEARS TO BE SPINOFF OF ZAMBIAN/RHO- 
DESIAN CLASH AND NOT PLANNED ATTACK AGAINST THE BDF. 

FOR THE MOMENT AFFAIR APPEARS TO BE SIMILAR IN MAGNITUDE 
TO THE OTHER CLASHES ALONG THE RHODESIAN/BOTSWANA BORDER 
THIS YEAR WHICH LASTED NO MORE THAN AN HOUR OR SO. WILL 
ADVISE AS MORE DETAILS ARE AVAILABLE. 

NORLAND 
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